172.   SPEECH AT PEMBROKE COLLEGE1
CAMBRIDGE, [November 1, 193I]2
The partnership has to be on equal terms. It should not be 'subjection' in glorified language. That means that the present relationship must be completely transformed though the connection may be retained, and that connection should be wholly and solely for the benefit of mankind. India by herself has no capacity to exploit the nations of the earth, but with Great Britain's assistance she can do it. Now the partnership must mean that exploitation shall cease, and, if Great Britain should not desist from it, India should sever the connection. All that is wanted is a fundamental change in the British policy of exploitation. Britain cannot thereafter boast that she has a strong navy guarding the maritime highways and all her overseas commerce.
What about the South African possession? I would not insist on a transformation of Britain's relations with them, as a condition precedent to our partnership. But I should certainly strive to work for the deliverance of those South African races which, I can say from experience, are ground down under exploitation. Our deliverance must mean their deliverance. But, if that cannot come about, I should have no interest in a partnership with Britain, even if it were of benefit to India. Speaking for myself, I would say that a partnership, giving the promise of a world set free from exploitation, would be a proud privilege for my nation and I would maintain it for ever. But India cannot reconcile herself in any shape or form to any policy of exploitation and, speaking for myself, I may say that, if ever the Congress should adopt an imperial policy, I should sever my connection with the Congress.
But would not the Congress be satisfied with a status equal to South Africa or Canada, for the time being at any rate? I see
1 Extracted fiom Maliadev Desai's "London Letter"   According to Desai this is a condensation of the talk which lasted several hours.   Present at the meeting were Elhs Barker, Lowes Dickinson, Dr. John Murray, Dr. Baker and Evelyn Wrench.
2 The date is according to Gandhyi's diary, which also says   that the jneetmg was held in the morning.
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